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Campus Climate survey is out
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On Feb. 20, students received
an invitation in their email to
participate in a campuswide climate survey.
The survey includes topics of
alcohol use, sexual harassment,
stalking, dating violence, sexual
violence and more.
All participation for this survey is voluntary and anonymous.
Jesse Brown, dean of students and Title IX coordinator,
said that he would like to know
how to better handle how students report sexual misconduct
on campus.
The intent of the survey is to
gain an understanding of students’ perception of the climate
surrounding sexual misconduct
on campus and how the university responds to it.
The survey is estimated to
take 30 minutes at most. However, not all questions will be relevant to the participant and no
questions are mandatory.
Junior Personnel Assistant
(PA) Mariah Williams said that
people don’t think about sexual misconduct on a Christian
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campus and that the conversation surrounding such a topic
is lacking.
Earlier this year Williams
sought the help of the Title
IX office.
“I can’t sit here and let it happen to other women in the future,” Williams said. “To me it
wasn’t about protecting myself
anymore. It was about protecting future women that he would
encounter.”
Brown said his number one
priority is students feeling that
they will be believed if they
come forward with their own
story about sexual misconduct
on campus.
The survey will remain open
for two weeks.
Skip Trudeau, vice president
for student development, said
that they would like as many
students to participate as possible in order to gain the most
reliable data.
At the conclusion of the survey, the Title IX committee will
review the data collected and
use it evaluate how education
around consent is being handled. This includes places like
Residential Life, the Counseling
Center, Campus Police, Taylor’s
Athletics, student programming
and senior leadership teams.

Student participates in survey.

Trudeau said the results will
be used to pinpoint any big
issues that the university is
missing.
The information learned is
meant to overall influence a response as a university.
“My hope is that it can shape
the way we talk to students, it
can shape the way that we do
student leader training, it can
shape the way that we talk about
sexual misconduct and consent
on campus,” Brown said.
This survey comes at no additional cost to Taylor through

Administrator Researcher
Campus Climate Collaborative
(ARC3), a third party collaborative research initiative.
This survey is unique from
the past two that were conducted back in 2015 and 2017, which
were internally produced.
This research team of professionals was formed in response
to the White House Task Force
to Protect Students from Sexual
Assault to develop free campus
climate surveys for the higher
education community.
All participants will be

Photograph by Ansley Kary

entered into a drawing to receive
one of 100 Airband tickets. However, it is important to note that
the survey tool will generate a
list of participants without any
connection to individual’s personal responses on the survey.
If students would like to
talk further about any content concerning the survey,
Brown encourages that they
reach out to him, Residential
Life or the Counseling Center
with any questions, concerns
or comments.
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor’s Black Student
Union hosts events
Ansley Kary
News Co-Editor

February marks Black History
Month, a nationally recognized
celebration that prompts reflection on the roles that African
Americans have played in shaping the nation’s history.
Out of recognition, Taylor’s
Black Student Union (BSU) has
organized events throughout the
month of February.
In past years BSU has facilitated “Woke Week,” a week of recognition and celebration for the
black community.
This year BSU expanded “Woke
Week” to encompass the entire month, now named “Woke
Month.”
Felicia Case, director of intercultural programs, said BSU
wants to remind the campus as
a whole that black history is their
history as well.
“Black innovators, educators, activists and everyday
people changed the history of
America for all people not just
black Americans,” Case said.
“BSU is celebrating that collective history.”
Last fall the Office of Intercultural Programs (OIP) designed Tshirts to represent BSU. During
the first week of this month
the remaining shirts were sold.
Now, every Friday of this month
students can be seen wearing
their shirts.
Printed in the same font used
for the movie “Straight Outta
Compton” the shirt reads, “Melanated and Educated.”
The shirts serve as a reminder that black people can

Photograph by Ansley Kary

BSU students wear their T-shirts out of representation.

attend college, be educated and
graduate.
Events this month provided by
BSU included “Black Girl Magic”
and a ’90s-themed dance.
Black Girl Magic was held
on Feb. 18 in the President’s
great room.
The event was for all the black
women at Taylor to come together to eat free food, encourage one
another and discuss the realities
of what it’s like to be black on
Taylor’s campus.
A complementar y event,
“Black Boy Joy,” a time for black
men to come together, was rescheduled due to a conflict in
schedules. This event will be
moved to March.
On Feb. 29, BSU is hosting a

’90s-themed party in the LaRita Boren Campus Center from
9–11:30 p.m., which all students
are encouraged to attend.
Senior Lynreshay Johnson and
junior LaShae’ Mobley, co-presidents of BSU, encourage people to
attend the events and that attendance is the first step in engagement with other cultures.
Mobley said that she has witnessed attendance double over
the last four years.
However, Johnson said that she
sees a lot of the same faces at the
events and she would encourage
new people who participated to
get involved.
Beyond hosting and attending events, the month of February is an opportunity to

start conversations.
“No question is a bad question,
unless it gets ignorant,” Johnson said.
She said as long as people are
not coming from an ill-intentioned place she would rather have
people ask questions and be willing to engage in conversations.
Case said that she encourages
people on campus to engage with
OIP students daily in their dorms
and in their classrooms.
“It is more showing that you are
willing to understand us and understand our culture, where we
come from,” Johnson said.
Mobley and Jonhson both
sa id that it comes dow n
to intentionality.
They said it is not only with the

WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!

purposeful conversations, but
following up those words with
actions as well.
“So I would say just get informed,” Johnson said “Be informed and then just go out there
do something about it.”
Another way Taylor can show
it’s support for other cultures
is by opening the doors to the
OIP office.
Mobley said the OIP office’s
doors are closed because it is an
office, not because you have to be
a certain race to come in.
“We have much to learn from
each other and in doing so we
honor the image of God in each
other and advance his mission in
the world,” Case said.
“echo@taylor.edu
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“‘We have much to learn from each other
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Reduce trash, raise recycling TU Blood Drive

Taylor competes
in nationwide
RecycleMania
Ansley Kary
News Co-Editor

Gather up recycling and sort
through the trash as Taylor participates in its second annual
RecycleMania competition.
RecycleMania is a national competition among college
campuses designed to promote
waste reduction through recycling. The competition is an
annual, eight week project that
began Feb. 2 and concludes on
Mar. 28.
This year marks the second
year of Taylor’s participation.
Every campus that participates reports the amount of
recycling and trash collected
weekly to determine the percentage of waste that the school
recycled.
National recognition is given to the winning school in the
form of a press release and a trophy made out of recycled waste.
Students, faculty and staff
of Taylor can get involved in
multiple different ways during
RecycleMania, in addition to
recycling.
All of the events that are happening on campus are new as
of this year and give numerous opportunities for people to
get involved.
On Feb. 20, Taylor hosted a
basketball game against Indiana
Wesleyan where student volunteers collected recyclable items
during the game.
Sophomore Sustainability Assistant (SA) for English Hall Hailey Lyon, said she remembers the
first football game Taylor hosted
against Indiana Wesleyan this

Photograph by Ansley Kary

Assistant Professor of Sustainability Development Phil
Grabowski collects weekly data on recycling.

fall. She said the biggest thing
that stood out to her after the
game was the amount of plastic
water bottles that were thrown
away that could have contributed to recycling.
On Monday Feb. 24 through
Friday March 28, SAs are storming the dorms in search of any
recyclable items students may
have in their dorm rooms, this
includes on campus apartments
as well.
Senior SA for Wolgemuth Hall
Benj Morris said the dorm storm
is a time where students can expect SAs to knock on their dorm
rooms, collect recycling, sort
through trash and answer any
questions as to what can and
can’t be recycled.
On Mar. 10, Assistant Professor of Sustainability Development Phil Grabowski’s
sustainability classes will be
sorting through trash on the
stage of the LaRita Boren
Campus Center during lunch.
This action aims to provide

awareness for people deciphering between recyclables and
trash.
“We should be responsible
with the dominion God gives
us over his creation, because he
graciously allowed us to it, and
I think so many people abuse
it and don’t realize what a precious gift it is,” Lyon said.
At the conclusion of RecycleMania last year, Grabowski
reported 3,700 pounds of waste
was recycled per week on average. This converted into 12% of
all waste per week on campus
being recycled.
Since Feb. 2 Grabowski has
reported 3,417 pounds of recycling, which looks like 11% of all
waste per week on campus is being recycled.
There is still time to get
involved.
As of the publication of this article there are four weeks left to
participate in this competition.
Currently, the biggest recycling problem comes from the

lack of intentional recycling in
the Campus Center.
Grabowski hypothesizes
that a large amount of confusion comes from the labels in
the Campus Center. Later this
month Grabowski and his sustainability class have plans
to place temporary labels on
the top of the recycling bins
in the Campus Center to test
their effectiveness.
“Even with labels, people have
to pay attention and make an effort. Don’t put trash in (the recycling),” Grabowski said, “Even
if you don’t want to recycle —
even if you’re opposed to recycling for whatever reason — just
don’t put your trash in the recycling and contaminate everybody else’s recycling.”
In an article published by The
Echo on Nov. 1, 2019, Grabowski said that once one person decides to throw their salad in the
recycling, the whole recycling
bin is contaminated and has to
be thrown out.
However, recycling is not
the only way that students can
get involved.
“A big thing is food waste in
the DC, it is take all you can eat
but make sure you eat all you
take,” Morris said.
Morris said turning your
lights off and not leaving AC or
heat running all the time are
other ways students can be doing their part to cut down cost
on the university.
Grabowski said that sust a i n a bi lity i s a b o u t b e ing intentional.
“When students care about
something the university responds,” Grabowski said. “So if
students really care about recycling we will have the best recycling system in the country.”
echo@taylor.edu

Student coordinator
encourages giving
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer
On Feb. 12, Taylor University
students and members of the surrounding community
came to the Euler atrium to participate in a Red Cross blood drive,
one of several which are held on
campus every year.
Senior biology major Nate
Starcher oversaw the event, as
he has supervised blood drives
on campus for the last four years,
ever since he first got involved as
a freshman. After volunteering in
his first year, Starcher took over
the role of Blood Drive Coordinator from the senior who held the
position at the time.
Since then he has been hard at
work, coordinating with the Red
Cross’ regional manager to plan
four drives a year. Starcher’s responsibilities include arranging
dates, times, provisions and promotional materials, as well as
working registration and assisting
the staff at the drives themselves.
“I love to talk to the donors,”
Starcher said. “A lot of them have
a personal story that drives why
they give blood. It’s just a good
thing to do, but when you can put
a face to it with a story, it gives it a
new perspective.”
Since he started helping on the
drives, Starcher has seen a significant increase in donors thanks in
part, he thinks, to his expanding
the use of social media to get word
out about the dates and locations.
The most recent drive hit its goal,
and he says that they plan to set
the next bar even higher.
Two Taylor students who have
donated blood multiple times
are sophomores Lindsay Rice
and Amanda Hinken. Each of

them has donated on five occasions since turning seventeen,
the age required by the Red Cross
to donate.
Hinken recalls originally volunteering for her first blood drive in
high school only as an excuse to
get out of class. However, once she
got involved, it grew into something she would care deeply about
as a way to give generously.
“It’s a great experience and the
nurses are always really nice,” said
Rice, who also started donating
in high school. “Even though you
may never meet the person who
receives your blood, you can walk
away from giving knowing that
you’ve contributed to saving lives.”
Starcher hopes that more students will continue to share their
personal stories both of giving
blood and their connections to
those who receive it to further
encourage donations. The more
people talk about it, he says, the
more people will give and the bigger difference can be made.
For Starcher, he also sees a religious prerogative in the act of donating blood. Dwelling upon the
symbolism of Jesus shedding his
blood for humanity, his donations
have been a way for him to serve
physically and spiritually, thinking
of it as a way to quite literally give
oneself up for others.
There will be two more drives
this semester, on Thursday, April
16 and on Thursday, May 14.
“Just grab a buddy and go, it
only takes thirty minutes,” Starcher said. “Donation levels vary by
time of year and with the news.
Whenever there’s a natural disaster, such as the hurricane in Puerto Rico, we see record results. It
would be cool to see that enthusiasm carried on and for students
to keep it in mind even when it’s
not in the news.”
echo@taylor.edu

JOSH GARRELS

FEAT. THE GONZALEZ SISTERS

FEBRUARY 27TH AT 7:00PM IN REDIGER AUDITORIUM

FEATURES

“The hardest part is getting in and getting out.
It’s one of the most remote places on earth."
A return to roots, growing to go

3

TheEchoNews.com

A return to roots, growing to go
Connecting with
missions in Myanmar

Editor in Chief
Justin Chapman

A s s o c iat e e d i to r
Matthew Phillips

Campus Editor
Sam Jones

Holly Gaskill

As si sta n t
Campus Editor

Assistant Campus Editor

After 13 years away, junior David Hnanga returned with a
new mission to the village he
had fled from.
For Hnanga, it was like no time
had passed. The sights, smells
and people all were so familiar
— he was finally home in Myanmar again.
“It felt like a dream,” Hnanga
said. “It felt like it was yesterday
that I had left the country.”
With joy, Hnanga was reunited
with his family and country after
13 years of separation. Although
Burmese culture is not typically
emotional, Hnanga felt the love in
the sweet reunion with his family.
His sister even hugged him.
Senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe, who was thrilled to join his
best friend for this moment, was
also taken aback by the family’s welcome.
“His grandpa looks me in the
eyes and says, ‘My son!’” VanOverberghe said. “Oh my gosh, I could
have cried instantly.”
Hnanga echoed this, rejoicing in how it felt like puzzle
pieces falling back into place.
There was no awkwardness — it
was natural.
At that moment, months of
planning, days of travel and numerous obstacles culminated in
a perfect reunion.
Moreover, Hnanga was able to
revisit his homeland while also
becoming an active member of
the rebuilding process and mission field.
Until recently, Myanmar as a
country was relatively untouched
by globalization. When the country received independence from
Great Britain in 1948, the country
formed a democracy, which was
later taken over by a dictatorial
rule in 1962. The government also
changed the name from Burma to
Myanmar, which is still not recognized by the U.S.
Also during this time, Christians in the Chin State were
persecuted by the country’s majority Buddhists. This conflict led
Hnanga’s aunt and uncle to flee
with him and his younger brother to Malaysia in 2007 and later
to the U.S. in 2013.
Hnanga was 9 years old when
he fled from home.
In 2012, Myanmar’s dictatorship was overthrown and has
since made strides toward democracy and religious freedom.
However, the Chin State still remains relatively unreachable in
the jungles of Myanmar, effectively cutting it off from medical supplies or sending missionaries out
into Buddhist areas.
Speaking on the struggles of
the Chin State, Dr. Taing Saing
San, known as Dr. SaSa, was on
a speaking tour in the U.S. where
Hnanga connected with him. As
the founder of Health and Hope,
which provides healthcare to
the Chin State of Myanmar, SaSa
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Junior David Hnanga had the opportunity to teach his home village and other areas about music.

proposed that Hnanga travel to
Myanmar to be a part of the outreach last September.
As he prayerfully considered
traveling to Myanmar for Health
and Hope, Hnanga invited VanOverberghe to join. Even before
they left, God began knocking
down walls to get both Hnanga
and VanOverberghe to Myanmar.
While they had raised enough
funds to get Hnanga to Myanmar,
it was up in the air if VanOverberghe would be able to buy an
airplane ticket. Then, two weeks
before they needed to book the
tickets, the remaining amount
came through.
Departing on Jan. 4, Hnanga and VanOverberghe traveled
for two days before arriving in
Yangon, Myanmar. At the airport, they were greeted with
flowers, KFC chicken and a photoshoot with family and childhood friends.
For the first two days of their
time in Myanmar, they explored
the city and met with SaSa, the
embassy, business organizations
and other groups.
Specifically, the two met with
the Mission Aviation Fellowship
(MAF), who is working to put an
airstrip in the Chin State. According to VanOverberghe, the
MAF representatives said many
missions and health organizations are unwilling to reach out
to the Chin State until this airstrip is constructed.
Currently, the journey from
Lailenpi to the Chin State takes
two days through windy mountain roads. This journey is especially dangerous during the rainy
seasons, which was new information to VanOverberghe.
“The hardest part is getting in
and getting out,” VanOverberghe
said. “It’s one of the most remote
places on earth.”
Because the area is relatively untouched by Americans, VanOverberghe was overwhelmed
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Junior David Hnanga and senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe met with
Dr. Taing Saing San, founder of Health and Hope, when in Myanmar.

with anxiety about the unknowns
of traveling to the Chin State. Trying to find his bearings, he turned
to scripture to receive validation
about backing out.
Instead, VanOverberghe found
God rallying him onward.
“I wanted to turn around,” VanOverberghe said. “I was scared.
And I kid you not, I’m hoping he’s
going to tell me, ‘Don’t waste your
life on things that might kill you’
or something. I open God’s scripture to affirm this fear of mine —
as if I thought that was going to
happen — and I open directly
to Matthew 7 and read for four
chapters. ‘Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.’”
Reaffirmed in their purpose for
traveling to Chin State, the two
embarked on the two-day journey through mountains, jungles
and winding roads.
Ultimately, VanOverberghe
said the difficult journey became emblematic of why outreach is necessary.
Reaching Lailenpi, the two
were washed over with peace.
Not only was the prospect of familial reunion closer, but there
was a tangible difference in the
atmosphere — the surrounding
nature was breathtaking and the
homes were colorfully painted.
“For two days we’re looking at .
. . sad-looking towns, not just the
third-world, but poor in spirit,”
VanOverberghe said. “Then we
get to the Chin State. It is gorgeous . . . you can tell that the
Gospel has a physical effect on
the culture.”
In Chin State, Hnanga and VanOverberghe took tours of the
local schools and churches. Everywhere they went, they were
welcomed and greeted as brothers in Christ. At church, they
were even asked to speak to the
congregation.
Later, Hnanga was also given
the opportunity to offer music
training to students and church

members. Specifically, he and VanOverberghe taught the churches ‘Waymaker,’ taking them
through the lyrics and meaning
line by line. For Hnanga, a music major, this brought his greatest passion to the importance of
missions.
“In (Myanmar) we don’t have
any kind of music school or music classes,” Hnanga said. “We just
have drums to keep the rhythm
and that’s how it’s been for hundreds of years . . . I believe God’s
given me a talent in music . . . to
serve the (Myanmar) community.”
VanOverberghe affirmed the
continual power and presence
of the Holy Spirit during their
trip. In the original adjustment
to a new time zone, in the tole attending stacked meetings took,
in the spiritual warfare at hand
— God was present in comfort
and direction.
Consequently, when the time
came to leave Myanmar, Hnanga
was downcast. He had finally returned after 13 years. According
to VanOverberghe, Hnanga was
almost silent the entire journey
four-day journey from Chin State
to Mandalay, Lailenpi and back
to the U.S.
“To leave my country again —
it was emotional for sure,” Hnanga said.
Looking forward, MAF expects
to have the airstrip finished by
the end of the year, the area will
be more accessible for organizations like Health and Hope. However, Hnanga and VanOverberghe
said the work in Myanmar and
the Chin State is not over — there
is an abundant harvest waiting.
Although the Chin State is predominantly Christian, it needs
support to reach the rest of the
Buddhist country. Hnanga and
VanOverberghe said they repeatedly saw a spiritual destituteness.
“I remember standing in a
pagoda and there was a giant statue of Buddha in gold,”

VanOverberghe said. “There was
this mom and dad bowing down
to it, with this three or four yearold girl in the middle. She wasn’t
praying like them, so the dad
tapped her and (taught) her to
do the same . . . that was a really
marking moment for me.”
While both are unsure God
plans for them to return to the
state, they feel tethered to the
mission field there. They hope
to proclaim the need for Christian workers in Myanmar.
However, looking forward,
they know one thing for certain:
they have not returned the same.
Both Hnanga and VanOverberghe echoed the sentiment that
God had used this trip to mold
their hearts.
“We listened to ‘Highlands’ —
talk about highlands,” VanOverberghe said. “We were literally in
the mountains and the valleys.
David looks at me and he’s like,
‘This song means a little bit more
now doesn’t it?’”
echo@taylor.edu
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Junior David Hnanga and senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe
traveled to the Chin State in eastern Myanmar.

Photograph provided by Thaddeus VanOverberghe

Junior David Hnanga and senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe went on a tour of schools and church in the Chin State.
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Special olympic athletes take it to the hoop
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Taylor has hosted the Take it to the Hoop event for several years.

Taylor hosts special
olympics basketball
tournament
Claire Nieshalla

traveled from all over Indiana
to come together in the spirit of
community and basketball for
the Take it to the Hoop event
on Feb. 8.
There was something about
Staff Writer
the strong sportsmanship, perSpecial Olympic athletes spiration and squeaky gym

croc

thoughts

Drew Shriner
Staff Writer

During a counseling appointment, I discovered something
about myself: my deepest desire
is to be fully known and yet still
loved. That “and yet still” says
a lot about how I view myself.
I wonder if it resonates with
some of you.
To be known and loved.
I crave connection. Some of
the greatest joys in life come
from finding a common thread
with another person and the
other greatest joys are made
more joyous by sharing them
with someone else.
Connections are built
through self-revelation —
through sharing one’s experiences, thoughts, dreams and
fears. Vulnerability begets vulnerability and an initial act of
self-revelation lays the foundation for a growing, authentic friendship.
We all crave love. Love lies
at the core of our being. I don’t
think it’s a stretch to say that in
experiencing and participating
in the love of God and the love
of others, we find the purest fulfillment of our purpose. I’m sure
that I’m not alone in desiring to
be loved.
Yet still.
These two words are weighty.
They testify to the brokenness
we recognize within ourselves.
They testify to our self-loathing. They testify to our fear
of vulnerability and our fear
of rejection.

Having experienced these
feelings and fears, I found that
self-deception was not the answer. My self-loathing was not
solved by the dismissal of my
faults. Telling myself that my
brokenness is not actually brokenness didn’t fix it.
I found healing from self-loathing in self-acceptance, brokenness and all. I found healing in
embracing the “yet still,” not rejecting it. I found healing in experiencing the scandal of divine
love. God, knowing my brokenness fully, loves me anyway. I
found healing in accepting the
familiar words of Romans 5:8:
“But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”
In the scandal of divine love,
my deepest desire finds its fulfillment. I am fully known — brokenness and all — and yet still I
am so deeply loved.
To conclude, I’d like to take a
risk. I’d like to confess my brokenness to you and ask for your
grace, acceptance and, perhaps,
love. I hope that it will make
someone feel less alone and
that it will be an encouragement for you to take
the risk of vulnerability
as well.
I have gossiped. I sometimes don’t brush my teeth.
I have said degrading and
offensive things about others
in order to make people laugh
and win the approval of man. I
have failed to respect and honor the dignity of each person. I
have failed to respect and honor

floors that created an exciting
environment for the Special
Olympics event.
Attendees competed in tournament play as each team
played two games total, determining if they moved on to the
next round. The environment
of the entire event was exciting
for both the players and spectators, as encouraging hollers and
handshakes were exchanged by
all.
The happy spirits of the
athletes did not dampen the
intensity with which they approached competition. Freshman Lynnea Humrichous
reflected on seeing Chris, 35
years old, making every shot
he went after. To reward such
effort, referees handed out ribbons to all of the players, who
received them with proud,
beaming smiles.
Some players and families
build up excitement for this
weekend all year. Humrichous
recalls one mother saying how
they look forward to seeing old
friends and bonding over basketball — one of her child’s joys.
The event would not have
been possible without Taylor
students who gave their Saturday to serve. Over 100 student
volunteers worked shifts, while
my own dignity. I have spent
too many hours playing video games. I have lied to make
myself look better. I have
failed to steward the created world. I have loved people in the way that I want to
love them rather than the way
that they want to be loved. I have
been unwilling to accept and to
offer constructive criticism. I
have been a messy roommate.
I have consciously ignored the
conviction of the Holy Spirit. I
have rejected the freely offered
love of God.
Knowing me more fully, I ask
for your grace, acceptance and
love as a member of this community. If you cannot extend it (and
I understand why), I will rest in
the love of God nonetheless.
I hope that you will be willing to take the risk of vulnerability. Only by allowing yourself
to be more fully known can you
more fully experience the beauty
of the “and yet still.” I pray that
you will experience and participate in the love of God, the love
of others and the love of self.
echo@taylor.edu

others served all day.
Guests were welcomed by volunteers who made it their priority to be a representative face
for the university and most importantly, Christ. Humrichous
not only answered questions,
but ate lunch with the athletes
and their families, letting them
know that she was one of their
biggest cheerleaders.
Freshman volunteer Tori
Henning said she would do it
again. This year’s Special Olympics was Henning’s first time

serving at an event of this sort
and she was not hesitant to express how much she enjoyed
and was impacted by her time.
“Something like this is very
serious for them,” Henning said.
The afternoon she spent
keeping score for the games
made more of an impact on her
than she expected. Witnessing
the men and women thriving in
their element brought out sides
of competition, intentionality
and organization was exciting
to be a part of, she said.

Freshman DT Taylor is part
of the football team and volunteered as a score keeper
and facilitated a skills competition. Teams could sign up for
various skills training, including athletes taking shots from
different paint lines. He also
enjoyed shooting around with
the attendees and interacting
with them.
“You don’t do it for them,” Taylor said. “You do it with them.”
echo@taylor.edu

Tradition keeps moving on
A look into my years
as the Friday guy
Justin Chapman
Editor in Chief

During a counseling appoin
To be the Friday guy seems
simple enough — all you have
to do is scream a few simple
words on a weekly basis at the
end of chapel. Not too hard.
While there is a nervousness
that comes moments before the
yell (or maybe it started at the
beginning of chapel), it’s a fun

of school Taylor is.
If you’re wondering what it’s
like to be the Friday guy, it is
an honor.
I believe I said something
similar in a 2017 Echo article
when I first got the shirt and the
feeling has not changed. Sure,
everyone knows who you are
and you get tons of questions
like, “Do you ever wash the
shirt?” “Who sets you up at the
end of chapel?” “How is it decided who gets the shirt next?”
and so on, but the historical
richness embedded in the Fri-

is like a family, and this is also
lived out with the Friday guys.
It’s astonishing enough to
think about all the people that
have lived on the same wing before me, but to also hold, wear
and carry out the same tradition five guys before me did is
even more astounding.
This is what I take away from
the Friday shirt. Everyone looking at me at the end of chapel
and getting asked questions
weekly is great, but to be a part
of a historical tradition that
connected me more with cur-

Photograph by Hannah Waltz

Former “Friday Guy“ Justin Chapman.

kind of nervousness. The same
type of anxiety an athlete acquires before taking the field
or court for a game.
Whether you like the Friday
yell or not, I hope you can appreciate the history and tradition the Friday shirt brings to
Taylor. There are certain core
traditions at Taylor such as Silent Night, pick-a-dates and the
Friday shirt which contribute to
Taylor’s unique culture.
These traditions, including
the Friday shirt, only exist because of the small size and type

day shirt is what stands out.
Like many wings on campus,
Third West Wengatz has tons of
traditions. This one started in
2001 with Alan Briggs (’05) becoming the first Friday guy. His
brother JR Briggs (’01) initially acquired the shirt but Alan
transformed an ugly shirt into
a tradition.
While I have not met all the
past Friday guys, I have met and
conversed with JR, Alan, Jeff
Yoder (’14) and Robbie Brandkamp (’17) — who gave me the
shirt. The Taylor community

TheWeekly

rent and past Taylor students is
the best part of being the Friday guy.
My friends joke that my head
got too big ever since I got the
Friday shirt (partially true), but
I really do feel humbled to have
been selected and I will never
forget the feeling of putting on
that shirt every Friday morning.
If you don’t know him, be sure
to congratulate the new Friday
guy, freshman Brigham Johnson. Like I said, a boosted ego
comes with the position.
echo@taylor.edu

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Nora Jane Kersey

Senior

She is a senior management
major, and her favorite food is
Honey Nut Cheerios!

Jack Shroyer
Sophomore

This is Jack Shroyer. He
is a sophomore here at
Taylor. If you like chickens
and Chinese he’s the Guy
for you!

2020 OVC Conference brings in guest speakers
Mariah Hurst
Staff Writer

The 2020 Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) CARE
Conference on Feb. 27-28 will
feature keynote speeches by Michael Gerson, Tendai Masiriri,
Sarah Quezada and Shannan
Martin.
Gerson is a writer for the
Washington Post and the author
of “Heroic Conservatism” and
co-author of “City of Man: Religion and Politics in a New Era.”
He also serves as senior adviser
for a nonpartisan organization

dedicated to the fight against
extreme poverty and preventable diseases called ONE.
Masiriri is the senior executive of an international
adoption agency called Holt
International. He is an expert
in program development and
evaluation, global nonprofit management and executive
leadership. He now serves in
Africa, Latin American and the
Caribbean as well as on Taylor’s
OVC Board of Advisers.
Quezada is the author of
“Love Undocumented: Risking
Trust in a Fearful World” and

is a public speaker. She has
written for Christianity Today,
Relevant, InTouch Ministries
and more.
“My life has been deeply impacted by Jesus’ example of
paying attention to and building relationships with those on
the outside of power,” Quezada
said. “Marrying my husband introduced me to a world of immigrant families navigating life in
the complex realities of a broken and outdated immigration
system. Once I learned more, I
could not look away.”
She is now informed about

the immigration policy and integrates that with her passion
for orphans and vulnerable
children.
Martin is a speaker and is
the author of several books including “The Ministry of Ordinary Places” and “Falling Free:
Rescued from the Life I Always
Wanted.” Martin’s passion for
orphans and vulnerable children took form when she experienced infertility and chose the
path of adoption.
“The best way for me to invest
in vulnerable communities is to
be in mutual relationship with

those closest to me,” she said.
Martin’s belief is that we cannot love those who we do not
know, and we cannot know
those who we cannot see. Martin stated the first step is to truly open our eyes and to see our
neighbors how God sees them.
Bekah Moser is coordinating
this year’s CARE Conference and
hopes that students and faculty who attend will be reminded
that we all belong to each other, she said.
“All of this research and action and education is important
because we believe that every

child is created in the image of
God and has a story that needs
to be heard,” Moser said. “The
childrenbelong to us and us
to them.”
The OVC CARE Conference
will take place on campus. According to Kara Riggleman, program service director for OVC at
Taylor, this is the first year the
conference will include student
presentations inspired by their
past experiences. For more information and to register, visit
https://spark.adobe.com/page/
T3eimfYwJjBCg/
echo@taylor.edu
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T. D’Souza @tj_dsouza
#TAYLORU Pro tip: Don’t go
to the gym at #TaylorU unless
you’re prepared to see your
boss, her boss, your hall
director, your prof, his wife,
and that one girl you really
clicked with on Welcome
Weekend and haven’t spoken
to since.
mariana @@mariianapratas
kinda rude that dr. bates
doesn’t teach every class
in the business department.
#myking #tayloru
Alyssa Roat @alyssawrote
today’s chapel was on sexual
ethics. halfway thorugh i heard
a baby cry. who brought their
baby to sex chapel. #tayloru
Kyle Schultz @kyle_schultz
Honestly didn’t think my upper
level religion and philosophy
courses or anthropology class
from college would ever come
in handy, but I just referenced
notes from all of those for
my most recent article, so I
guess there’s something to
this liberal arts education thing.
#tayloru
sophie olson@s0phie0lson
If I add #taylorU will my tweet
get in the Echo?
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““For some, this new album shows
a comeback for a childhood star
after years of struggle. For others,
it was rather underwhelming.”
Justin Bieber releases new album
on Valentine’s Day
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Professors explain how
compositions reflect love

pieces I’ve known and loved
for years, so that made the
choice easier to narrow down.”
While Liszt had many songs
that fit the theme of romance,
Harshenin played “Consolation No. 3,” “Vallee d’Obermann” and “The Fountains of
the Villa d’Este.”
Keeping with the romantic theme, Bade played two
songs: “Fantasy Pieces” by
Robert Schumann and “Introduction, Theme, and Variations” by Gioachino Rossini.
Both explored different aspects of romanticism.
“I just love listening to Dr.
Bade because he’s taught me
techniques and things and
seeing him do it and be able
to do all those things and all
kinds of pitches,” said senior
composition major Tucker
Germaine.
This recital was the latest
installment of a long-running
tradition of faculty recitals.
This free performance was
a chance for students to see
their professors apply their
training to the stage and to interact with the arts at no cost.
echo@taylor.edu

Faculty recital uses music to express emotion
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Is it possible to say something
without using words?
Professors of Music Leon
Harshenin and Christopher
Bade set out to show it is possible in “Romance Without Words:
An Evening of Romantic Instrumental Music.” On Friday, Feb.
21, the two performed a series of
compositions centered around
love and longing.
“Often times the words in
a text can ‘push’ listeners in a
certain direction based on the
meaning of those words,” Bade
said. “Since instrumental music is without text the listener can take a journey without
‘directions.’”
In order to appeal to those
unfamiliar with classical music,
Harshenin, who came up with
the theme, decided the performance should center around a
universal topic. By focusing on
romance, the music became
more accessible to the audience.
Before playing, Harshenin

Photo provided by Cathy Moore

Professors of Music Leon Harshenin and Christopher Bade perform together in “Romance without Words.”

presented on the techniques
that musicians use to evoke the
emotions behind romance.
“I like building bridges to the
audience,” Harshenin said. “I
think, just to come out and play
music and walk off stage, these
days, doesn’t go far enough. I
think people are not as familiar

with classical music as they used
to be, and so I feel like it’s our
responsibility as performers to
connect from their experience
to the music.”
Starting with some examples
from popular music, Harshenin
explained several ways music
parallels emotion. Songs often

delay the harmonic resolution to create uncertainty or
blend harmonies from major
and minor keys to convey bittersweetness. While explaining
these different topics, he played
pieces of music on the piano as
examples.
After the lecture, the music

began. Harshenin played three
songs by composer Franz Liszt,
who was one of the most important composers of the Romantic era.
“I wanted to pick a composer
who was sort of overtly romantic, which Liszt is,” Harshenin
said. “Of course, these are

Justin Bieber releases new album on Valentine’s Day

Is Bieber back?

Holly Gaskill

Assistant Campus Editor
Justin Bieber is mixing things up.
Specifically, he’s incorporating
new music style and life experiences in his album, “Changes.”
Released on Feb. 14, the album
marks Bieber’s first in five years.
After teasing the new album for
months and releasing “Yummy” on Jan. 3, it was much-anticipated and expected to soar
on Billboard.
However, Bieber, also known
for having one of the most liked
and disliked YouTube videos for
his music video, “Baby,” continues to bring mixed reviews
In previous albums, Bieber
has sung primarily pop songs
with occasional acoustic influences. However, in “Changes,”
he tries to bring a more mature sound.
In his previous album “Purpose,” Bieber gravitated toward
a mid-tempo, ambient R&B style
in many of the tracks. In contrast, “Changes” does not make
any diversion to his pop roots

A&E
EVENTS

C.S. Lewis
and Friends Tea
Feb. 21 – 4 p.m.
Zondervan 142

Josh
Garrels Concert
Feb. 27 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Enemy of
the People
Feb. 28 & 29 – 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 6 & 7 – 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 1 & 8 – 2 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

Out of Sight
Art Exhibition
Feb. 7 – Feb. 27
Metcalf Gallery

Fragments
Art Show
Feb. 7 – Feb. 29
The Bridge
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Justin Bieber has returned to the spotlight with new album “Changes.”

— many of the songs contain
similar beat loops and sounds.
Assistant Professor of Music Loralee Songer said that as
a fan of hip-hop and Bieber’s
previous album, this repetitiveness in the melodies came
as a disappointment.
“Maybe it isn’t fair to compare
this new album to his 2015 album ‘Purpose,’ but I feel that
‘Purpose’ had more creative
song writing,” she said.
Songer added that a strength

of the album came from the
collaborations. Of the 17 songs
on the album, six tracks feature other artists. These artists
include Quavo, Post Malone,
Clever, Lil Dicky, Travis Scott,
Kehlani and Summer Walker.
While Bieber has tirelessly
promoted his new music with
other musicians, online creators
and advertising, the single and
album have received dichotomous reactions.
Fo r s o m e , t h i s n e w

album shows a comeback for
a childhood star after years of
struggle. For others, it was rather underwhelming.
“The majority of the songs
sound alike — no new or revolutionary content,” said freshman Sarah Wordhouse.
The album’s content also
stands out from previous albums. As Bieber has become
more public with his faith, love
and health issues, his music has
followed suit.

After years struggling with
addiction, Bieber became a
professing Christian and member of Hillsong Church in 2014.
Since then, he has spoken extensively about his faith, even
singing covers of popular Christian music on social media.
Coinciding with his faith becoming a prominent part of his
celebrity personality, Bieber
quickly dated and married model Hailey Baldwin in 2018. Their
relationship is a primary focus

of the album, often in steamy
lyrics and melodies.
“It’s also the emergence of
a brand new Bieber, a happily
married 25-year-old with everything to lose,” Jeremy Helliger
writes in his review in Variety.
“It’s no surprise that he chose
to release it on the romantic
holiday that he did . . . He’s now
presumably happily married to
Hailey Baldwin, and if his lyrics are to be taken at face value, the redemptive power of her
love is strong.”
With the release of his album, Bieber has also responded
to accusations about his drug
use based on his appearances and behaviors. In an Instagram post, Bieber disclosed his
continuing struggles with Lyme
disease, which has affected his
skin, brain function, energy and
overall health. In the end, Bieber claimed to be an overcomer
in his health issues and the music industry.
Regardless of personal taste
and preference, it seems that
Bieber has returned to the music industry with the intent
to continue releasing singles.
While this album has not produced any instant hits, it may
be the relaunching of Bieber’s
career in a different direction.
echo@taylor.edu

“Parasite” explores tensions between the wealthy and poor
Oscar winner
deserves the hype
Lucas Bertsche
Contributor

With the words, “And the Oscar
goes to,” “Parasite” pulled off
the upset of the decade. Beating
out heavy favorite “1917,” it became the first foreign-language
film to take home the Best Picture award.
“Parasite” is a twisty thriller
that follows the Kims, a poor
family living in South Korea. After a rare instance of good fortune, Ki-woo (Choi Woo-shik),
the son, begins working for the
Parks, a much wealthier family. In desperate need of cash,
the Kims hatch a brilliant plan
to con the rich family, eventually weaseling their way into the
Park’s employment. From there,
the film unfolds into a dark
but wildly entertaining look at
class division.
It’s an unpredictable film
from start to finish thanks to
writer and director Bong Joonho. Bong, who also crafted the
undervalued masterpieces

Photo provided by Deadline

The director and cast of “Parasite” pose after winning Oscar for Best Picture.

“Snowpiercer” and “Memories
of Murder,” expertly keeps viewers on their toes.
The pacing is a little slow at
the beginning, but once it gets
going, the film never lets up hitting the audience with twists
galore. The film is also injected with a surprising amount of
dark humor. A character’s allergy to peach fuzz leads to some
gut-busting scenes.
Bong also gets great

performances from all his actors. The film is more of an ensemble piece with no main
character, but everyone does
their jobs well. Although, if there
is a standout, it’s veteran Korean actor Kang-ho Song. He plays
the dad in the Kim family and
is absolutely hilarious during
the film’s best scene, a montage
marking the end of the first act.
However, what really sets this
film apart is what’s below the

surface. “It’s so metaphorical”
is a phrase repeated by Ki-woo.
It’s played for laughs, but it hints
at something more. The literal
battle between the Parks and
the Kims is also a metaphorical
battle of upper class versus lower class.
There are many indicators of
this sprinkled all throughout
“Parasite.” For one, the Kims live
in a basement and the Parks live
on a hill, indicating their social

status. The Kims literally have
to climb up to reach the Park’s
house. The cinematography
also demonstrates this division. There are often objects or
lines in the frame separating
the two families portraying the
impossibility of “crossing the
line” from poverty to wealth.
That being said, the message isn’t simply that rich
people are evil. One thing the
film does really well is making
both families sympathetic yet
flawed. The Parks are a loving
family, but for the most part,
they separate themselves from
the poor and are repulsed by
their smell. The Kims, while
also shown caring towards
one another, often act in very
selfish ways. They completely
ignore others in need around
them. Neither family takes the
time to look past themselves
and their own self-interests.
While “Parasite” is deep and
culturally relevant, it’s also just
a fun movie. That’s a tightrope
few can walk. Don’t let the subtitles scare you off; go see it as
soon as possible!
echo@taylor.edu
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Dear Freshman TCK (Third Culture Kid) Me.
Jeanna Evans
Junior Elementry
Education Major

Dear Freshman TCK (third culture kid) me,			
Hi there, it’s me. I’m writing this
letter to you because frankly
you need some help. You don’t
really know it yet, but trust
me, you do. You’ve had a crazy year. All of the moves, all of
the homes, 15 states in three
months, yeah, I remember. It’s
crazy. You’re honestly just so
thankful to have a place you can
finally feel sort of settled. Having your t-shirts shoved into the
dresser under your bed was the
nicest feeling ever, because after so long, they are not in a
suitcase. You aren’t looking at
them wondering which one you
will wear to your last church
service at home. You are in a
new place that you are choosing to call home.
But you also feel that it isn’t. The
first time you said it it startled
you. “I’m headed home.” You
said to your pals after lunch,

and you jumped. A panic set inside of you, but also a warmth.
You are at home here, but feeling at home here also means
giving up a piece of your homeness there, and you just can’t do
it. The first day of classes you
eagerly state that your hometown is Zambia. You claim the
entire country, unsure if the
village and the mountains still
count as “home” because your
family no longer lives there. You
endure the stares of others and
don’t mind too much. Being
Zambian is worth it. But there
have been those moments,
those moments when you feel
guilty, because deep down you
don’t want to be Zambian. You
want to tell people you’re from
Oklahoma so they don’t ask you
a million strange questions. You
want to fit in, but the moment
you feel that urge to turn chameleon and hide, you panic.
What if I will never turn Zambian again. What if this time my
color changes and it just sticks?
Will I be American forever? The
awkward situations come and

go. You figure out ways to explain your habits that once felt
normal, but now are strange.
You decide that a chitenge is
just an African wrap skirt if
anyone asks. But then you stop
wearing them altogether, because somehow it slowly feels
less like you.
You watch as your friends eagerly anticipate going home for
Christmas. You celebrate with
them, but inwardly your heart
also bleeds as you are reminded by their smiling faces of the
thousands of miles that will
separate you from your family
for the holidays. You hate yourself for not being able to celebrate with them. You wonder if
you are just too selfish to care.
But truth be told, you’re not
selfish. You are human. You
are a human who loves and who
longs to be with those you love.
But you are also a human who
is separated from those loves
by oceans.
You scroll through old pictures
as tears stream down your face.
Your Mom asks how you are

doing and you tell her you’re
fine. Maybe you mention that
you are a little homesick as you
wipe your eyes with your sleeve,
but you reassure her that you
are fine, because you don’t want
her to worry. Then you tell her
about the fun things you and
your friends have done so that
she can rest at night knowing
you are okay. But the day comes
when you can’t even explain
what you and your friends are
doing because it is so American
and so far from anything your
family knows. In this moment
you realize that you are not
just a Zambian alienated from
America, you are also now an
American alienated from Zambia. You clench your fists because it just isn’t fair. You look
in the mirror and feel that Africa has touched every part of
your being except for your skin.
You desperately wish you could
look the part so that when people see you they see what you
feel, but they don’t. They never
will. Forever you will be somewhere in between. Always a

little homesick. Always a little
home. Always an outcast, yet
somehow always able to fit in.
Some days you feel like you are
starting to get it. You are starting to fit in. You can understand
enough vine references to get by.
You have come up with a short
and sweet way of answering
the question “where is home?”
without having too much of
an identity crisis. You feel like
you might have arrived. But let
me tell you, dear freshman TCK
me, the journey is far from over.
The pain is far from healed. And
there are still many more tears
to be shed. There are also joys
coming ahead of you, like frolicing in the ice with friends and
eating hot dogs at the DC. There
are so many new friendships on
the horizon, and believe me,
you are going to enjoy the ride,
because at the end of the day,
there is nothing I would rather
be than a TCK, and I’m sure you
will grow to feel that way too.
Sincerely,
Sophomore TCK you		
echo@taylor.edu

Author bio

A third culture kid spends a
significant part of their developmental years outside of their
parent’s culture. This feeling
of “in between” is one of the
factors in the “third culture”
that we TCKs share. I lived in
Zambia for six and a half years
before coming to Taylor.
echo@taylor.edu

Poetry by Bethany Hawn

Logan Lockhart: Graphics

Watching Youtube on a Monday Night

Wild Flowers

The squares and rectangles of my world, enclosing my mind and enmeshing my thoughts with their
beings.
When did I become so entangled in your lover’s grasp?
You hold me tight and beg me to stay. I say it’s against my will, but if it was, wouldn’t I go?
12 am 1 am, 2 am I should sleep3am4am
Every time I shake you loose you come back and lure me into your comfortable warmth again.
I use you, I need you, this addiction to you I readily admit.
I say I’ve had enough and I turn to leave but your copper grip encloses its icy grasp upon me.
Why is saying no so hard? When did I forge my IV chain to your power cord;
To sit enthralled as your lips and voice trickled from the wall to the dying blood of my veins?
It’s almost joy. I’d say it’s almost joy. I twitch and bask in you.
I just want to be full. To eat and have done.
Link by link and chain by chain, you feed off me as I give myself to you.
5:30 am: I unhook myself from you and exhausted, crawl to bed. Cold and lonely.
Empty. You leave me so empty. Void for void and vacuum for empty.
All questions no answers
All screens no people
All life no living.

Some Days
Some days I wish I was brainless,
Spineless, gorgeous.

Author bio Clouds

Artist bio

I am a sophomore social studies education major living on
first west Wengatz. My hometown is Cincinnati, OH, but I
am currently living in Colorado Springs, CO. In my free
time, I enjoy playing and
coaching basketball, reading
and writing and making art.
echo@taylor.edu

Some days I dream of feeling at home
In a world of normalcy.
Some days I don’t want to be weird
Or aware
Or smart
Or myself.
Have you ever wanted to be less than you are?
I think it would be easier sometimes.
To not always be trying for more
To be blind to the lack, that want in myself
Some days I wish I was smarter,
Tough, angry,
Uncaring.
Dissecting people’s actions and words with my mind
Having the knowledge of good and evil.
Some days I don’t want to care about
How I look.
What people think.
What I say.
Some days who I am is enough,
Sometimes probability smiles and I say
The right words.
I have the good conversation
I’m not alone and
I like it
Sometimes I am just me.
The best me
Sometimes that’s enough.

I am a freshman English
Education major and have
always possessed a passion
for literature. Writing poetry
is a process by which I untangle the different thoughts
and struggles that I have
throughout my day. These
poems are a reflection of
some of my thoughts directly
after I moved to Taylor and
was adjusting to life on
campus.
echo@taylor.edu

Fine arts is a new addition to The Echo. It exists to give an individual spotlight to student voices on Taylor’s
campus. Submissions of all forms of prose, poetry, art and photography are now open.
Email all submissions or questions to
mer_fenton@taylor.edu
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—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Taylor encourages students to vote in local and national elections.

Our View

Why informed voting
matters

Election year. Super Tuesday.
Caucuses. Primaries. Presidential debates. October Surprise.
Feeling overwhelmed? You’re
not alone.
In a 2018 study from Duke
University, researchers found
that many college-age voters
rarely participate in elections.
One of the reasons for this is a
lack of information available
to voters — both about the
voting process and the candidates and issues.
Between the many debates,
countless town halls and constant mudslinging between
candidates, it is impossible
to keep up with all of the information. What information
we do get is carefully crafted
statements from candidates
from which it is hard to separate fact and fiction.
Sometimes it feels like voting
won’t matter because it seems
like the winning candidate is
already a forgone conclusion.
When we look at the current
state of politics in the U.S., it is
easy to feel discouraged.
Greg Dyson, special assistant to the president for intercultural initiatives, encourages
students to vote, especially
when the current state of politics leads us to question if voting is even worth it.
“Don’t give up!” Dyson said.
“It is important that we operate as good stewards in the
place we are planted. Voting
provides one of the best opportunities to impact the systemic
challenges we face nationally.”
It is important to vote —
both on a local and national
level — but it is equally important for voters to be as
informed as possible when
they do so. In order to help
our readers become more informed, The Echo reached
out to a few Taylor community
members for their advice. We
have also gathered a few nonpartisan resources we believe
to be valuable.
Jakob Miller, assistant professor of political science, first
recommends young voters to
have clear political goals in
mind when they vote.
“Spend your time developing a clear idea of what you
want to accomplish, what
causes you support and why,”
Miller wrote. “Once you have
that better self-understanding,
you can more easily evaluate
the candidates on how effective they will be at supporting
those goals.”

For a comprehensive look
at each candidate, The Echo
recommends Ballotpedia, an
online resource which features
information about elections
and officials from all levels of
government. The site offers an
overview of candidates’ campaign finances, endorsements
and policy positions.
For an in-depth look at campaign finances, we recommend
Federal Election Commission, which enables users to
view each candidate’s campaign finances, down to the
dollar donation of each individual contributor. On a local
level, most states have a similar website, although the user-friendliness of each state’s
site varies greatly.
The Echo also recommends
opensecrets.org and factcheck.org as other nonpartisan sources for fact checking
statements made by candidates. Both sources also make
an effort to make the election
process easier to understand
with helpful articles and visuals about complicated topics.
Tom Jones, dean of humanities, arts and Biblical studies,
expressed the vital role informed voters play in a democratic society.
“Christians are also called
to a higher standard when it
comes to voting,” Jones wrote.
“Informed voters who are also
disciples of Jesus must also reflect on information available
about the positions candidates
hold on major issues and how
those positions align with
principles that come from examination of biblical teaching.”
Jones thinks that because
Christian voters will not always agree about the application of biblical principles in
regards to political issues, they
should cast their ballots with
compassion for those who take
an opposing viewpoint.
Being an informed voter still
takes time and energy, but
hopefully with these resources at our disposal, we hope
that we can make the process
of voting a little less daunting.
“ Voting hopelessness ignores smaller, local elections — which often are close
enough that one voter matters,” Miller said. “It also ignores the fact that politicians
pay attention to who votes
and who does not — so voting
can have an important signaling effect.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The real truth about Trump
Why Trump is innocent
beyond his acquital

Anyone who has looked at social media or a news site sometime in the last month has likely
heard of the recent impeachment process involving President Donald Trump.
As one of the most polarizing
presidents in history and one of
three presidents to ever be impeached, this process turned
into one of the biggest stories in
recent politics.
As is usually expected of political happenings and divisive
issues, individuals must ensure
that they are properly informed
to help form a credible opinion.
For some reading this article,
there may be no care whatsoever about current events involving politics. For others, politics
may be a strong passion, and
staying informed is more of a
hobby than a chore. And still, for
others, there may be very strong
opinions from either side of the
aisle, with little to no knowledge
whatsoever of the actual procedure of impeachment or political happenings whatsoever.
Jakob Miller, assistant professor of political science, weighed
in on the importance of being
informed.
“I think some promising
ground in the impeachment
is how little the average American understood the process,
and how both sides used and
encouraged that ignorance at
times,” Miller said. “Most folks
didn’t know the different roles
of the House and Senate or the
difference between this and a
jury trial.”
Even outside of the impeachment process, Trump’s presidency often sparks strong reactions.
But I believe it is our duty to
be informed on our opinions
and not to blindly debate with
nothing but a feeling to back our
voice.
With that said, what is actually going on with the impeachment, and why is it important?
In short, Trump was impeached for “obstruction of
Congress” and “abuse of power,”
neither of which give any ground
for conviction.
Tom Jones, dean of the school
of arts, biblical studies and humanities, believes a quick lesson

Photograph provided by senate.gov

Representative Adam Schiff reads the Articles of Impeachment before the Senate.

in impeachment history may
prove very beneficial for this
specific topic.
“Edmund G. Ross, a senator
from Kansas during the Andrew
Johnson presidency, was in the
middle of the impeachment trial
of Johnson,” Jones said. “During
the trial, came to the conclusion
that although he had an intense
dislike of Andrew Johnson . . .
the impeachment charges were
purely political, and that he
could not vote to convict. The
vote to convict Johnson failed
by one.”
Ross, a Republican, voted to
acquit former President Andrew
Johnson, a Democrat, allowing
Johnson to remain in office.
According to Jones, Ross did
not by any means want to vote
to acquit. In fact, he very much
wanted to convict Johnson.
So why not vote to convict
this man he disliked so much?
Because our constitution is not
built off emotion. It is built off
freedom — freedom that even
the president shares.
Ross felt a deep conviction
that the motives behind the impeachment were staged by radical opponents of the president
and were set in motion to push
the agenda of the party, which
does not fall in line with our
constitution.
“With every situation involving presidents, there has been
a core in the senate who felt
that political animus should be

separated from actual criminal
conduct and actual abuse of
power that is exercised clearly .
. . in contradiction to what the
constitution allows a president
to do,” Jones said.
I would agree. Disagreeing
with a president’s policies does
not provide ground whatsoever
for impeachment.
A quick glance at the constitution would provide much-needed clarity for any who don’t
understand the grounds for
impeachment.
The U.S. Constitution states,
“The President, Vice President
and all Civil Officers of the
United States, shall be removed
from Office on Impeachment
for, and Conviction of, Treason,
Bribery, or other high Crimes
and Misdemeanors.”
According to Jones, “high
Crimes and Misdemeanors” refer specifically to a pattern of actions — it cannot be attributed
to one action alone.
One such president who had
a pattern of illegal actions was
Richard Nixon, best known for
his involvement with the Watergate scandal.
Nixon, like Trump, was also
tried on grounds of “abuse of
power,” in relation to “high
Crimes and Misdemeanors.”
But, as opposed to the Trump
impeachment, Nixon was tried
with five cases of abuse, fitting
Jones’s description of a pattern
of action.

Those accusations included 1)
illegal interaction with the IRS,
2) misuse of the FBI, 3) unlawful utilization of CIA resources,
4) unlawful entry of the DNC and
5) interference with executive investigative agencies including
the FBI, the Criminal Division,
the Office of Watergate Special
Prosecution Force and the CIA.
These accusations clearly outline a pattern of abuse and thus
should have led to Nixon being removed from office had he
not resigned before the process
could be completed.
President Trump, on the other
hand, does not have a track record of abuse. The impeachment
article involving “abuse of power” was solely based on interactions with Ukranian officials
involving the Biden-Ukraine
ties. Outside of that one circumstance, our president has committed no convicting action.
Without the accusations of
treason, bribery or pattern of
“other high Crimes and Misdemeanors,” a President cannot be
convicted.
In short, when looking at this
situation through an informed
lens, it becomes much harder to find solid ground upon
which one can call for conviction. As is shown through late
Senator Ross, just because you
don’t like a president does not
provide enough reason to call for
them being removed from office.
echo@taylor.edu

Anxieties that accompany adulthood
The ups and downs
of adulting

Spring semester each year at
Taylor brings a certain refreshing yet fretful feeling in the
air. On one hand, the first semester has ended and a new
one awaits.
However, a daunting uncertainty lies ahead. For most students, they’re trying to figure out
what they’ll do for the summer
and find a place to live if they
have an internship. Or maybe
they’re trying to get plane tickets home.
However, for seniors and second-year MAHE students, anticipating grad school or a “real-life”

job awaits them. Some even get
a head start and graduate Taylor a semester early, such as recent graduate Joe Pfeifer as he
graduated early from Taylor in
December 2019.
“Job searching can be daunting and frustrating, but it is important to recognize the blessing
it is to have received a college
degree and have the ability to
explore different job opportunities,” Pfeifer said.
“Adulting,” refers to someone
doing things a normal adult does
such as grocery shopping, cleaning their house or apartment,
working a full-time job or buying a car. The list goes on.
Most people know anxiety is a rising mental health
issue, especially among college students facing the rigor
and constant pace of college.
Does adulting and becoming an independent adult also

increase anxiety?
I’m not offering any hard evidence for either side, but in my
case, adulting has been refreshing. I have one foot out the door
in the real world now, as I live
off-campus with a part-time job
at a coffee shop while simultaneously finishing up school as a
part-time student.
While there is a lot of pressure
to find a full-time job after graduation that will give me more
than just a few dollars, the jobsearch also comes with endless
possibilities to explore.
In my case, I knew I would go
to Taylor for most of my high
school career. Having such a big
life decision already made felt
natural and I didn’t have to look
around at many colleges. Now,
I have the chance to survey different jobs and be excited about
starting my professional career.
For some people, I understand

that’s scary.
“I know that the field and jobs
that I am applying for right now
are pretty competitive, so my
worry is that there will always
be someone more qualified
than I am and I’ll be left without a job,” said Jen Cline, a second-year MAHE student.
Wherever you land, remember that things will be alright.
If you didn’t get that job or get
into the graduate school you
wanted, it’s not because you’re
a failure. Nor is one path better
than another.
That’s something I’m having
to remind myself. The pressure
can be too much sometimes,
and I know a full-time job will
bring even more stressors. Yet
there is meaning and goodness
in every situation. God doesn’t
waste any moment, whether
you’re adulting or not.
echo@taylor.edu

ANYTHING YOU’D LIKE TO ADD?
Guest Columns

600 word limit
3 local, expert sources required

Letters to the Editor

300 word limit
No sources required, include
your year

All submissions are due Sunday at midnight
The Echo only accepts column submissions from current faculty, staff and students.
Please direct submissions to sam_jones2@taylor.edu
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Trojans continue
hot streak

“It was a really important
game for us in the conference
as far standings are concerned,”
Degenkolb said.
In addition to the team’s win,
an additional award was handed out a couple of days later. The
following Monday, the Crossroads League named Penha
Player of the Week. Penha scored
25 points during last Saturday’s
game against Mount Vernon.
On Tuesday, the Trojans secured a spot in the Crossroads
League Tournament with a 6th
place ranking after a historic
75-72 victory against Huntington University.
After being defeated the
last four times, the Trojans
were finally able to overcome
the Foresters.
“We’ve come a long way, our
conference is so challenging,
we’re proud of what our guys
have accomplished, we hope
to get better,” said Head Coach
Josh Andrews.
After their victory, Andrews
advised them to take a breather
and get ready for some upcoming practices before they played
Indiana Wesleyan University on
Saturday.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s basketball gains two impressive wins
Caleb Amick
Staff writer

Saturday marked what could
be the beginning of a winning
streak for Taylor men’s basketball with their 94-79 victory
against Mount Vernon Nazarene University.
Senior Mason Degenkolb
started off with a 3-pointer at
19:20 in the first half resulting in
a 3-0 score.
The Cougars followed up with
two free throws.
At 19:01, senior Ryan Robinson
scored three more points for the
Trojans; the score was 6-2.
Sophomore Jason Hubbard
then assisted sophomore CJ
Penha on a 3-pointer. The score
was 9-4.
“It was a really fast paced
game, a lot of people were hitting threes, we were just playing for each other,” Robinson
said. “It was really good to see
us sharing the ball and playing
as a team.”
At the 17:30 mark the Cougars finally caught up with the
Trojans with a score of 9-9. This
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Taylor had a strong week with wins over Mount Vernon and Huntington.

would be the only tie in both
halves.
Degenkolb then took off, scoring five straight points, breaking
the tie.
For the rest of the first half,
the Cougars struggled, but to
no avail. They simply couldn’t
catch up.
The Trojans maintained a solid lead, ending the first half with

a 51-34 score.
“We just kept getting defensive stops, we were able to convert on offense at a pretty good
rate, knocking down our shots,”Degenkolb said.
According to Degenkolb, this
is how they maintained this lead.
Within less than a minute
into the second half, Degenkolb
and Penha popped off with five

more points for the Trojans. The
scoreboard read 56-36.
The Cougars then had a
chance to make five points of
their own. Jevon Knox scored
all five as they cut the lead to 15
with 17:46 remaining
At 17:25, junior James McCloud made a two-pointer
which resulted in a 58-41 score.
From 17:25 to 15:57, no points

were scored by the Trojans. With
15:56 left, Penha scored two more
points for the Trojans. 60-45 was
the score.
As the game began to wind
down, the Trojans kept hitting
more shots up until the last
few moments. At 1:33, Robinson scored 3 points and then
at 0:56, Degenkolb scored two
more points. The Trojans won.

Trojans head into postseason A historic season in Odle arena

Deckard, Netzley
lead way to win

Women’s basketball
breaking records

Markus Miller

Justin Chapman

Sports Editor

After two consecutive losses to Grace College and the
University of Saint Francis,
the Taylor women’s basketball squad (26-3, 14-3) turned
things around in a big way
with back-to-back wins last
week over Mount Vernon Nazarene University (17-12, 7-10)
and Huntington University
(20-9, 9-8).
With the wins, the 2020
class set the all-time program record for most wins by
a class.
Last Saturday’s 81-65 victory over Mount Vernon was
marked by strong play on both
sides of the ball, with shooting
from senior Jamie Netzley and
sophomore Merideth Deckard helping lead the Trojans
to one of their highest scoring outputs of Crossroads
League play.
Netzley had 25 points on
10-14 shooting. She also added four rebounds and four assists. The senior guard earned
Crossroads League Player of
the Week for her performance.
“(My class) has gone through
a lot of ups and downs these
past four years, so it’s just exciting to see the team be so
successful this year,” Netzley
said. “I think every player has
stepped up. Obviously this accomplishment means a lot to
me, but I think any of us deserves it on any given day.”
Deckard didn’t miss a single shot from the field or the
free throw line throughout the
game, as she scored 23 points
and became the NAIA leader in
3-point shooting percentage.
Seniors Abby and Becca
Buchs both had double-doubles on the night, with the duo
combining for 27 points and
20 rebounds.
“For them to finish with
double-doubles is huge,” Head
Coach Jody Martinez said. “In
our system we get in transition, and in order for us to get
in transition, we gotta get the
defensive rebound.”
Taylor fell in an early 10-12
hole, but Netzley and Deckard answered with back-toback 3-pointers to grab a
16-12 lead towards the end
of the first quarter. The Trojans held onto that lead well

Editor-in-chief
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Women’s basketball won its 26th game against Huntington.

into the second quarter, before Mount Vernon’s Taylor
Gregory went on a 5-0 scoring
run by herself and swayed the
game back in favor of Mount
Vernon at 31-28.
Much like the first quarter
lead though, the three point
advantage didn’t last long,
and Taylor closed the quarter
on a 10-2 run consisting of two
made threes from Deckard.
That lead would stand in
the second half, as Taylor’s
defense held Mount Vernon to
shooting 36.5% from the field,
and outside of the 5-0 run in
the second quarter, the Trojans kept Gregory under control, the leading scorer for
Mount Vernon. Her 6-14 performance from the field was
one of her lowest shooting
percentage performances of
conference play.
“I think we did a good job
of picking her up,” Deckard
said. “She’s a big threat outside of the key and inside. We
did a good job containing her.
You’re trying to force someone
else to step up.”
Along with the improved
shooting and defense, turnovers were another area that
Taylor bounced back in.
One of the things that
comes with being among the
fastest-paced teams in the
country, is higher turnover
numbers, but those went
down in their two wins last
week.
“We had made some poor
live-ball turnovers that led to
too many points by the other team,” Martinez said. “The

discipline of taking care of the
basketball was more evident
in last week’s victories.”
Taylor committed 31 turnovers combined in their two
most recent losses, but had
only 23 combined in the wins
over Goshen College and
Mount Vernon.
That short two-game losing streak seems to be behind
them.
“We were obviously in a
hole for a minute but we’re
coming out of it, and I think
we’re playing our best basketball, and that’s what we want
to be doing at this point,”
Deckard said.
Now, postseason play enters
into focus.
After the double-overtime
win over Huntington and a
matchup with Indiana Wesleyan on Saturday, the team
will turn its focus to the Crossroads League Tournament
and eventually, nationals.
“We just need to continue to
play the way we did last week,”
Martinez said. “We had great
ball movement, and shot with
confidence, and with that our
energy on defense went to another level.”
With a regular season where
they never left the top 15 of
the NAIA rankings nearing its
conclusion, they’ll see if they
can match or even improve on
last season’s impressive finish.
They’ll have a chance to defend last season’s Crossroads
League Tournament Championship when the quarter
finals tip-off on Tuesday.
echo@taylor.edu

Sports at a small college like
Taylor aren’t the same as a Division I school. Our stadiums
are smaller, the talent is lower
and the budget does not compare between the two.
That’s obvious, but let’s not
miss an unmistakably great
Taylor women’s basketball
season unfolding before our
eyes. Sitting at (26-3, 14-3), the
squad is on track to complete
one of the best seasons in Taylor history.
Go back on the athletics website as far as you can go and try
to find a better season. Granted,
it only goes back to the 200506 season, but in the past 10-20
years, this team stands out.
Last year they finished at 30-5
and made it to the Elite Eight in
the national tournament. This
year another deep run in the
tournament or even a championship is not out of reach for
this team.
“We have had some really
close games this year and instead of maybe giving in to the
pressure, we are confident in
each player’s ability to do their
given job and close the game,”
said senior guard Jamie Netzley.
Now in his third season, head
coach Jody Martinez is the
game changer for this program.
Each year with Martinez has
produced at least a 20-win season while also making the national tournament, which it can
be assumed they’ll be invited to
this postseason.
“I believe that if we play our
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Jody Martinez has helped turn the women’s basketball program around.

best basketball on both ends
of the court, then we have a
chance to go far in the tournament; since we are a shooting
team,” Martinez said.
However, Martinez does recognize the challenge of winning
five games in seven days in the
national tournament.
Before him, the Trojans teetered between 13-24 wins a
season with not much consistency from year to year in performance. He’s now turned this
program into a force to be reckoned with.
Nationally, his team ranks
No. 1 in 3-point field goal percentage at 0.409, No. 1 in free
throw percentage at 0.797, No.
2 in 3-point field goals made per
game at 11.79, No. 2 in 3-pointers
made overall this season with
342 and No. 22 in points per
game with 77.86.
In his first season he broke a
program record with the team
making 317 3-pointers. The season isn’t over and that record
is shattered.
Seniors on the team can see
the difference between their
freshman year and now. While
the transition between head

coaches came suddenly, as
Kelly Packard left with no reason offered publicly, hope has
been kindled and sustained
with Martinez.
“Coach Martinez has had
such a major impact on my
life, not just on the basketball
court,” said senior forward Becca Buchs. “In regards to basketball, he brought a culture
with him that encouraged us
to take ownership of our team
and have a mindset of outworking people.”
Greatness is still greatness,
no matter what the sport is
at any level of play. While the
chances to see the team live this
year is limited, pending conference tournament play, be sure
to support them by watching
them online as the postseason nears.
Who knows? You may be
watching one of the greatest
teams in Taylor history.
“Michael Jordan once said:
‘Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence wins
championships.’ I love this
team’s teamwork and intelligence,” Martinez said.
echo@taylor.edu

Crossroads League Standings
r e c o r d i n c o n f e r e n c e p l ay s h o w n

W o m e n ’ s B a s k e t b a ll
1. Marian
2. Taylor
3. Saint Francis
4. Indiana Wesleyan
5. Huntington
6. Grace
7. Mt. Vernon
8. Spring Arbor
9. Goshen
10. Bethel

15-2
14-3
13-4
13-4
9-8
9-8
7-10
3-14
1-16
1-16

M e n ’ s B a s k e t b a ll
1. Indiana Wesleyan
2. Marian
3. Grace
4. Saint Francis
5. Spring Arbor
6. Mt. Vernon
7. Taylor
8. Bethel
9. Huntington
10. Goshen

15-2
13-4
10-7
9-8
9-8
8-9
8-9
7-10
6-11
0-17

“We had great ball movement, and shot with
confidence, and with that our energy on defense went
to another level”
Trojans head into postseason

10
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Trojans compete in Crossroads Championships

Taylor continues their
history of excellence
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer

Taking second for the men and
third for the women, Taylor Indoor Track and Field returned
from the Crossroads League
Championships with their feet
on fire and heads held high.
The Trojans earned seven
NAIA “A” standards, returned
with three event champions, earned 19 All-Crossroads
League Honors and broke one
new program record during the
two day event last Friday and
Saturday.
The men were led by the versatility of sophomore Matthew
Sakeuh who got second in the
60-meter hurdles, hitting the
men’s sole NAIA “A” standard on
Saturday, fourth in the 400-meter dash, seventh in the 200-meter dash and was part of the
4x400-meter dash team which
took sixth.
“The meet was a blessing,
this year has been pretty hard
for me, with hurdles especially,”
Sakeuh said. “With the hurdles
that I ran I feel that I did well
and was able to P.R. both days.”
Sakeuh ran in both the
60-meter dash and 60-meter
hurdle on Saturday in the Findlay Open, with the hope of qualifying for nationals.
What seperated the Trojans

Brooke Studnicki who not only
earned a NAIA “A” standard time
for the 800-meter but broke the
program record earning the
TU athlete of the week along
the way.
Studnicki was a human Swiss
Army knife for the purple and
gold as she ran distances across
all stretches in the 4x400-meter, 800-meter and the Distance
Medley Relay (DMR).
“How well we have done reflects the hard work we put in,”
Studnicki said. “Our coaching
staff is dedicated to us, as not
only athletes, but as people
and our culture contributing
to our success.”
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics
Studnicki was also part of the
Taylor’s men’s team finished in second during the two day event.
all-freshman team that took
this year from the past is their
Hesting threw 14.35 meters standard.
fifth in the 4x400-meter, also
depth, as they earned points and will need to throw 15.25
Someone who has no worries including Eden Siples, Audrey
in 16 seperate events, many of meters to qualify for NAIA “B” about qualifying is freshman Altum and Jo’Deci Irby.
which had multiple scorers.
The women’s team placed
Senior Josh Roth repeated
third with 106 points, behind
as the event champion of the
both Marian University and In3,000-meter for the second year
diana Wesleyan University.
in a row and came in first in the
The top performers include
5,000-meter, junior Daniel Gersenior Sarah Robinson who
ber won the 1-mile, sophomore
raced her way to an “A” stanSamuel Sommers took second
dard in the 60-meter hurdle.
in the triple jump and sophoThe 3,000-meter was domimore Liam Hesting took fourth
nated by junior Livy Schroder,
in shot put.
placing second and senior SarWith one more meet on Satah Harden, placing fourth earnurday this is many of the Troing an “A” standard.
jans’ last chance to qualify
Both the men and wombefore nationals.
en competed on Saturday for
“I am just hoping that I can
the final chance for runners to
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics
get that extra meter and qualiqualify for events.
Taylor’s women’s team had a third place finish in the Crossroads League.
fy,” Hesting said.
echo@taylor.edu

February 24, 2020 MONDAY

Women’s Basketball

2/25 Crossroads League Quarterfinals (N) 7 p.m.
2/28 Crossroads League Semifinals (N) 7 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

2/26 Crossroads League Quarterfinals (N) 7 p.m.
2/29 Crossroads League Semifinals (N) 3 p.m.

Baseball

2/25 Defiance College (H) (DH) 2 p.m.
2/28 Indiana Tech (H) 3 p.m.
2/29 Indiana Tech (H) (DH) 12 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse

2/29 Kalamazoo College (A) 1 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse
2/29 Asbury University (H) 1 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics
Women’s Basketball
2/15 Mount Vernon

W 81-65

2/19 Huntington

W 83-78

Netzley- 25 PTS, 4 REB, 4 AST
A.Buchs- 16 PTS, 10 REB
B.Buchs- 11 PTS, 10 REB
Deckard- 23 PTS, 5 3PM
A.Buchs- 22 PTS, 8 REB
B.Buchs-24 PTS, 9 REB
Netzley-14 PTS
Huffman-7 PTS, 7 AST, 6 REB

Men’s Basketball
2/15 Mount Vernon

W 94-79

2/18 Huntington

W 75-72

Penha- 25 PTS, 10 REB
Degenkolb- 23 PTS
Robinson- 17 PTS, 7 AST
Hubbard- 14 PTS, 8 REB
Degenkolb- 20 PTS, 5 AST
Penha- 17 PTS, 10 REB
Hubbard- 16 PTS, 7 REB
Robinson- 11 PTS, 6 AST
McCloud- 4 PTS, 7 REB

Men’s Track and Field
2/15 Crossroads League
Championships

Women’s Track and Field
2/15 Crossroads League
Championships

An unexpected reunion and legendary event

Men’s Golf

Bob Knight returns
to Assembly Hall

Women’s Golf

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Basketball in Indiana is more
than a sport. Twelve of the 13
largest high school gymnasiums
in the United States reside withsin the state. From Fort Wayne
-down to Evansville, basketball is
sking here. With the feverish pasdsion for basketball comes a feverish fandom. As James Naismith,
dwho invented basketball in Masysachusetts in 1891, once said,
l“Basketball really had its origin
Photograph provided by U.S. public domain
-in Indiana, which remains the
Knight is known for his old
-center of the sport.”
school style of coaching.
e With that passion, rivalries
shave emerged. High school bas- That is, until halftime of the Inmketball rivalries unlike any oth- diana-Purdue game on Feb. 8,
-er sport have popped up. College when the former coach of Indirivalries from Indiana Universi- ana University’s men’s basketball
,ty and Purdue University down team found himself in the midsto Taylor and Indiana Wesleyan dle of a celebration honoring Ineseem to have a special impor- diana’s 1980 team.
Knight, 79, had his tenure at Instance for the game.
- However, there is another rival- diana severed in 2000, when he
ery that has come out of Indiana was fired by the school for a numgbasketball, although it isn’t be- ber of questionable behavioral
-tween two teams. In fact, it’s be- actions. The firing sent shocktween a man and a university and waves through the sports world,
ethat rivalry may have just died. as Knight had grown to legendary
t It had been 20 years since Rob- status during his time in Indiana.
ert Montgomery Knight had set The termination led to a rift be:foot onto the hallowed court of tween Knight and the university
-Assembly Hall in Bloomington. which burnt bridges that many
s
Lauren Kanai
s
Softball
-

thought would stay burnt.
“Definitely a tale of two coaches;” Columbus Dispatch sports
columnist Rob Oller said. “One
who will be remembered as a
big winner and excellent strategist who demanded his players
graduate; the other — who happens to be the same guy — who
could not control his temper and
pretty much made a fool of himself off the court with offensive
comments and actions.”
Knight was stubborn and refused to let go of his grudge
against the university. When
asked in an appearance on “The
Dan Patrick Show” in 2017 about
Indiana, Knight answered,
“As far as the hierarchy at Indiana University at that time, I have
absolutely no respect whatsoever
for those people. And with that in
mind, I have no interest in ever
going back to that university.”
Patrick followed up his question by reminding Knight that
most of the people there at the
time of his firing are gone, to
which Knight answered, “I hope
they’re all dead.”
Knight would still pop up at
events around the state. However, all these events did was tease
his fans. Even the biggest Knight
supporters seemed to have eventually given up hope at his return.
Then, rumors began swirling
about a potential return. Knight

moved back into a house near
the campus, and began making
even more appearances within
the state. He talked to basketball players at Indiana State and
made a surprise appearance at
a Bloomington bar. It was obvious that Knight relished making
appearances in front of his fans,
which begged the question on
why he wouldn’t return to Assembly Hall and find the biggest
fanfare of anywhere.
Then, out of nowhere, Knight
was back.
Knight became emotional, his
former players around him —
who begged and pleaded for him
to return — became emotional
and many in the stands were
brought to tears. Isiah Thomas,
one of those players, stood out to
women’s basketball Head Coach
Jody Martinez.
“What was special to me was I
had heard so many things about
the negative relationship between Isiah Thomas and Coach
Knight,” Martinez said. “The embracement between those two
proved some of the critics wrong.”
Even for myself, who never
saw Knight coach and generally disliked Knight for some of
the testaments of physical and
vocal abuse against the coach,
saw something different in this
moment.
I saw a reconciliation.

2/18 NAIA ChampionsGate
Invitational

The downsides and darker
moments of Knight’s past remained, obviously, but Knight
started to heal one of those. His
willingness to start to rebuild
relationships within the school
is admirable. For the first time
in 20 years, Bobby Knight felt
like “The General” again.
echo@taylor.edu

2/18 NAIA ChampionsGate
Invitational

6th of 7

2nd of 7

Top 25 Polls
Women’s Basketball
Women’s Softball
Women’s Golf
Men’s Indoor Track

No. 7
RV
No. 4
No. 11

Taylor Athletics
Day of Giving
UPLAND, Ind. – Taylor Athletics has unveiled additional details, team-specific videos and
instructions on how individuals
can participate in the first-ever
TU Athletics Day of Giving set for
Wednesday, February 26. All information can be found online at taylortrojans.com.
“We are excited to launch our
initial Day of Giving and we plan
on making this an annual event,”
stated TU Athletics Director Kyle
Gould. “Our hope is that our alumni, parents, supporters and fans
will connect with the program that
has impacted their lives and partner with them as we continue to
provide an incredible experience
for our student-athletes.”
Online donations for the
fund-raising initiative will open on
Wednesday, February 12 and continue over the two weeks leading
up to and culminating with the

Taylor Athletics Day of Giving
on February 26.
Individuals wishing to participate in the Day of Giving campaign will have the
opportunity to make online
donations to a team of their
choice and all funds will be
used for projects such as mission trips, scholarships and
special equipment.
The men’s and women’s
team with the highest percentage of alumni giving
will also receive an additional bonus from the Athletic Department.
To make an online donation, or to learn more about
how your gift will impact
the student-athletes at Taylor, please visit taylortrojans.
com.
echo@taylor.edu

Basketball

Athletes of the Week
•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Year

Junior

Senior

Grand Rapids, MI

Hometown

Tipton, IN

Graphic Design

Major

Accounting

Pitcher and First Base
Ashton Whitman
Hockey

3rd of 10

Mason Degenkolb

979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

2nd of 10

Position
Funniest Teammate

Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Guard
Carter Wright
Soccer

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

